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May the risen Christ
Bring you and your family
abundant happiness.
Have a Blessed Easter!
ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Clementine Hall
Monday, 10 February 2020
Dear Friends,
I offer you a warm welcome on the occasion of your pilgrimage to Rome in this year that marks the centennial of
the charitable activity of the Knights of Columbus in this
city.
In fact, it was one hundred years ago that my predecessor
Pope Benedict XV invited the Knights of Columbus to provide humanitarian aid to young people and others in Rome
following the terrible conflict of the First World War. The
Knights responded generously, establishing sports centres
for youth that quickly became places for education, catechesis and the distribution of food and other essentials so
needed at that time. In this way, your Order proved faithful
to the vision of your founder, Venerable Michael McGivney,
who was inspired by the principles of Christian charity and
fraternity to assist those most in need.

Today the Knights of Columbus continue their work of
evangelical charity and fraternity in a variety of fields. I
think in particular of your faithful witness to the sacredness
and dignity of human life, evident at both the local and national levels. This conviction has also led the Knights of Columbus to aid, both materially and spiritually, those Christian communities in the Middle East that are suffering the
effects of violence, war and poverty. I thank all the members
of your Order for seeing in our persecuted and displaced
brothers and sisters of that region neighbours for whom you
are a sign of God’s infinite love.
Since its foundation, the Knights of Columbus has demonstrated its unswerving devotion to the Successor of Peter.
The establishment of the Vicarius Christi Fund is a testimony to this devotion, as well as to the desire of the Knights
to share in the Pope’s solicitude for all the Churches and in
his universal mission of charity. In our world, marked by
divisions and inequalities, the generous commitment of your
Order to serve all in need offers, especially to young people,
an important inspiration to overcome a globalization of in(Continued on page 2)
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difference and build together a more just and inclusive society.
Dear brothers and sisters, with these thoughts and sentiments, I entrust you to the loving intercession of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. I offer my prayers for the members of the
Knights of Columbus and their families, and for the good
works accomplished by the local Councils worldwide. To all
of you present here and to your loved ones, I impart my
heartfelt blessing, and I ask you, please, to pray for me.
Thank you!

Pope Francis greeting Supreme Director Carl Anderson

Grand Knight’s Report
What a start to the New Year. I hope all of you are keeping
well and looking after each other. Please call a brother
knight, a widow or neighbor to see if they are okay or in
need of assistance. It’s up to us to make sure no one gets left
behind.
As you know all our meetings and gatherings have been
cancelled, with that being said our Council nominations and
election of officers for the 2020/2021 fraternal year will
likely take place in June or possibly later. The Ontario State
Convention which is scheduled for May 2nd will be done virtually.
Not knowing how long this situation is going to last, Supreme Council is encouraging councils to use Digital tools
for contacting members, council meetings, voting, and elections. In order for us to do this would require someone with
IT knowledge. If you feel you could help us with these digital tools please contact me at council4386@hotmail
Ontario Charities Lottery 2020: The Alcohol and Gaming Organization of Ontario has been approached and are
receptive to moving the draw to a later date in the year from
the existing date of 29 May 2020. We are awaiting guidance
from the provincial agency and will notify our membership
when we have a new firm draw date for this year’s lottery.
Thank you Brother Dave for chairing the Lottery ticket
sales again this year, and, special thanks to everyone who
helped with the sales. Please see important information on

page 5 regarding sales and new date of draw.
Thanks to Brother Gary and his team we were able to come
together for the 38th annual Polar Bear Steak BBQ. See
Brother Gary’s report on page 6.
If you have a son, daughter or grandchild graduating this
year please take advantage of the bursaries being offered by
The Ont. State Board and Holy Family Council
4383...Applications are available on our council website –
www.kofc4386.ca click on the NEWS tab.
We are thankful to all of you who have paid your 2020
dues; we still have quite a few who have fallen behind. We
understand that these are bad times and perhaps you find
yourself in a difficult financial position. If this is the case
please do not hesitate to contact (in confidence) the Financial
Secretary Brother Wayne Talford t 519-948-2196 other arrangements can be made.
COVID-19 is the biggest public health crisis Canada
has ever faced. Lives are at stake, including yours and
your loved ones. It’s up to all of us to take steps that keep
us, our love ones, and our communities safe. We don’t yet
have a vaccine or cure; what we have is prevention. We
can prevent the spread of COVID-19 by washing our
hands, avoiding contact with people who are sick, and
above all, staying home.
The great gift of Easter is Hope!
Vivat Jesus, Grand Knight Larry Lamont
_________________________________
Deputy Grand Knight’s Report
In early March 2020 our world seemingly changed overnight, and we as a people found ourselves in an unfamiliar territory, unfortunately this pandemic is our current reality. During this time and beyond let's be there for each
other, whenever possible we have to help when and if we
can. There are numerous great examples of people donating
their time to help seniors, special shopping hours, donating
to charities and food banks, helping the homeless etc.... Be
kind, be helpful, be compassionate, and share \ call \ check in
with and on each other, as often you can. None of us asked
for this but we are all in it together. May everyone stay
well.
Vivat Jesus
Sir Justin Artale
DGK

Lent began on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Thursday Evening (before the Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper).
(Continued on page 5)

BAD TIMES BRING OUT THE WORSE AND BEST IN US

By
Fr Christian Amogu
The events and crises we are passing through as a result of
the global Pandemic called Coronavirus seem overwhelming
and unprecedented. However, Pandemic of this nature is not
only peculiar to our generation. Since the beginning of times,
man has always been devastated by several plagues and viruses. These plagues and viruses have always come at a great
cost to humanity. The attendance consequences in terms of
loss of lives, the entire economy being effectuated as most of
the public and private businesses are shut down, are only but
a few.
A quick glance at history calls to mind the following ten
worst plagues in history; which of course are arranged here
according to their severity: the Black death of 14th century,
the Spanish flu of 20th century, the three Pandemic of the
19th century, the Plague of Justinian of 6th century, the great
Plague of London of 17th century, the American Plague of
16th century, the great Plague of Milan of 17th century, the
Plague of Athens of 5th century, the Plague of Marseilles of
18th century, the Antonine Plague of 2nd century, and the
Moscow Plague of the 2nd century.
Some of the previous Plagues were either limited to a country or continent. But what makes our own Covid-19 peculiar
is the fact the world has become a global village and what
happens in one part of the globe has repercussions on the
whole world. What began as a child’s play in China has reverberated in Italy, Spain, United States of America, Canada
and the world over. In addition; the means of mobility that
were not readily available to previous generations are now
accessible to many. And this has made the spread of this virus so overwhelming.
This is a very unsettling time for the whole humanity. Civilization has been brought to her knees. Great nations and her
leaders are all gasping for breath. Frontline Health care
workers have a dire shortage of masks, surgical gowns, eye
gear to protect them from the virus; there is shortage of ventilators for those infected, the magnitude of the infected people is increasing in geometric proportion by the day, human
lives are being lost in their thousands, the world economy is
in shambles, churches and most cities of the world are on
lock down. As a matter of fact, one third of the world is now
under lock down. Things would never be the same. Covid-19
has abruptly and indefinitely altered the course of human life.
Our situation looks very gloomy, but it is easy to observe
how the Covid-19 has brought out the worst and best out of a
number of people. There are stories of people hoarding thousands of bottles of hand sanitizers, toilet tissues, to crowding
of beaches, bars and restaurants despite public-health guidelines. There are also panic-buyers who stock-pile everything
to create artificial scarcity and a number of young people

who ignored every directives thinking that they are invincible, then the people who refuse to quarantine themselves. It
must be added to the woes, people who want to profit from
ugly situation by washing some self-protective equipments
and repackaging them for sale.
But such irresponsible conduct, of course, is more the exception than the rule. Every now and again, individuals and
communities have demonstrated that tough situations tend to
bring out the best in people and organizations to which they
belong. “The history of disaster,” writes Rebecca Solnit,
“demonstrates that most of us are social animals, hungry for
connection, as well as for purpose and meaning.” A very terrible situation, as dire as Covid-19 pandemic, “drags us into
emergencies that require we act, act altruistically, bravely,
and with initiative in order to survive or save our neighbours,
no matter the colour of our skin, no matter how we vote,
what we believe or do for a living.
There are sporadic acts of kindness, compassion, generosity
at a time as tough as this. Despite so much hardship and with
lives infinitely altered, people and communities are still coming together to support one another. Here are some of the
ways people are reaching out and helping others.
For millions of students, school closures mean no reliable
access to meals.
Some districts and volunteers have implemented plans to
continue making food available to students who need it.
Some restaurants dealing with business loss because of the
outbreak have also risen to help meet the need. Others have
made personal cash donations so that others who need food
could be fed. I could recall while trying to reach out to our
parishioners to know how they are managing their lives.
Some would often ask me, Father, do you need anything?
Those who live from pay cheque to pay cheque, hourly
workers, who don't have sick days and whose jobs are threatened because of orders to shut down or limit the hours of
restaurants, bars and stores, sports facilities are already experiencing financial strain. Many customers who benefited
from their services have been digging into their pockets in
terms of cash donations to help their servers weather through
this difficult time.
Army of volunteers are braving crowded, depleted supermarket so that those most vulnerable to coronavirus do not have
to. There are some who are lending helping hands in so many
unimaginable ways. Some private individuals have undertaken to procure personal protective equipments for the
healthcare frontline workers. Someone with the help of
friends who own now shuttered hair and nail salons, have
been able to secure thousands of gloves, hundreds of face
masks, bottles of hand sanitizer and gallons of all-purpose
antiseptic. All stacked up in her garage to be provided to hospitals that are serving the community.
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Some people are using music to bridge the distance the outbreak of the pandemic has imposed on their communities due
to social isolation. There are stories of both formal and informal music to cheer and bring some laughter and put a lot
smiles on a lot of faces. Some are using other creative ways to
make the children’s stay at home less boring namely reading
comic books to them, gaming and other things that interest
children. We could see some of the things that we sometimes
take for granted lifting people’s heart.
Who would be quick to forget the heart-warming story of
some Canadians stranded on a tiny Island in the Caribbean
Sea who gave-up their reserved seats for the first confirmed
flights to Canada to others in more urgent need: someone running out of life-saving medication, someone undergoing chemotherapy, the elderly and the young. While the global pandemic sparked brawls over some basic necessities of life, it
has not stripped everyone of compassion, generosity and kindness.
The coronavirus Pandemic is surreal in many ways. All the
things we took for granted are no longer available. Think of
the daily masses, celebrations of the wedding of our dear
ones, Funerals and other Sacraments. For many Catholics I
know, not being able to attend Mass and receive the Body and
Blood of Christ is the ultimate and most crushing loss. For a
priest, like me seeing the people of God deprived of this most
essential source Christian spiritual growth is most disappointing to say the least. However, in the words of Pope Benedict
XVI, “God guides his church, maintains her always, and especially in difficult times. Let us never lose this vision of faith,
which is the only true vision of the way of the church in the
World.”
Contrary to the popular notion that the Church is now closed;
no it is not closed, it is only the building that is closed! We
are the Church. Scripture tells us that we are the church of
God; God’s church is God’s gathering and reconciling of humanity and the entire creation (“things in heaven and things
on earth”) to the divine self in and through Christ, “making
peace” [that is, establishing wholeness] by the blood of his
cross (Col 1:20). Individually (1 Cor 6:19) and together (Eph
2:21-22) we are the Temple where God dwells in the Spirit.
Perhaps this pandemic may be God’s way of asking us to return to our roots, to our scriptural roots about what it means to
be church.
It also reminds us of one of the teachings of the Second Vatican Council that the Family is a domestic church and the parents have to preside over this church by calling their children
to prayer, by sharing the Word of God, by reflecting on the
Christian faith and core Christian values. This pandemic helps
families to stay together in their Sunday worship and maybe
in all their prayers. Parents will have time for their children
and assume the God-given responsibility to accompany them
during the worship and explain to them the different parts of
the Mass. Now that many are confined at home nobody would
complain of not having sufficient time.

We are living in extremely troubling and unusual circumstances. This crisis is forcing us to adapt, to step away from
what is normal, and familiar namely; attending Sunday mass,
Weddings, Funerals and celebrations of some other Sacraments. We all know that nature abhors vacuum. Therefore we
must find a way of nourishing our spiritual life. It is a wakeup call to search for a new and creative way of coming closer
to God. It is a time to show that God should be first in everything we do. There is no doubt that we have seen number of
sterling examples of men and women of faith. We have seen
places where the priest celebrates the mass in the Lobby of the
Church while the people participated from their vehicles in
the parking lawn or where the Blessed Sacrament was exposed in the Lobby and people could be found adoring the
Lord from their vehicles.
It has been observed that in time of natural disaster, animals
who are mortal enemies, who used to attack and devour one
another; when they run to a higher ground for safety, simply
become momentarily calm and friendly to each other. We no
longer hear much of threat of war and preparations for war,
Terrorism, crimes and criminal activities no longer occupy the
center stage. I am sure that even some family differences and
other rivalries are not so much the case nowadays. The global
pandemic seems to be calling humanity to solidarity. It has
shown us that we share a common humanity. It has brought
people back to their Creator and their morals. It is pushing us
to stay at home and pray together as families.
This moment of crisis is a time to go beyond the periphery
and ask a deeper question. What could God be telling you and
me during this time? Incidentally, it corresponds to the liturgical season when we are being called to go back to our God.
Through this virus, we have seen a lot of people self-isolating
and staying at home. Actually, this is the perfect time to reflect on why God made us. Does God just put us here on earth
to walk around like robot? Is that what we are created for?
Are we just created to go to work from 9am to 5pm, come
back, sleep, wake up and begin all over again until we are retired and finally die and go? What is the sole purpose of our
existence? The virus will come and go but we shall continue
to be confronted by those fundamental questions. These questions will help to bring the best out of us because it is related
to our ultimate end.
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Background The Ontario State Board with the help of the State
Office has reached out to the (AGCO) Alcohol and Gaming Commission, to seek alternate arrangements for this year’s lottery. After
discussions, an agreement was reached. The Draw will take place
on October 30, 2020, 10 am, at the Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Centre in Burlington, Ontario.

Recommendations under COVID circumstances
• Refrain from selling tickets until we all receive the “all
clear” signal regarding the COVID 19 pandemic from the
Chief Medical Advisor for Ontario.
• Please keep all unsold and sold tickets in addition to the sale
proceeds in a safe location.
• Please do not send any parcels with your receipt of sales to
the Ontario State Office until further notice. We will advise
you when you can do so.
 Please note that when sales start up again you will have
to physically change the date of the draw on each ticket
sold. You may wish to do this ahead of time. For consistency we would ask that you cross out the date and neatly
enter the 30 October 2020 on each ticket.

Financial Secretary’s Report
Dear Brothers:
This sure is trying times no meetings, no church, no
Easter celebrations and no partying. We must pray daily that
this virus will settle down and we can return to a more normal
lifestyle. Food banks, charities and people in our community
are all going to need help.
By paying your dues we will have funds to help support as
many as we can.
Thanks to all brothers that have paid their membership
dues. If you have not and find yourself in difficulty please
contact me (in confidence) at 519-948-2196 other arrangements can be made.
As a convenience to our members Council dues can be paid
by E transfer, just contact us at council4386@hotmail.ca
Be safe and follow all the rules.
Happy Easter
Wayne Talford Fin. Sec.
_________________________________________________
ONTARIO CHARITIES LOTTERY 2020 Brother Knights, Further to the State Deputy email of March 17th, announcing the postponement of the date of draw of the Charities Lottery, this is to inform you that a favorable decision has been made. The revised date
is October 30th.
The target date for returns of proceeds and tickets to the State office
is October 1st Find below some useful background information.

Spiritual Soldiers

59 Donations complete!
Free pop and Oreos plus you
are a Superhero.

3 years ago I walked into the
rooms of Cocaine anony-

Everyone donate

mous dyeing from the disease of addiction. Pain and

if you can!

desperation were the great-

Blood it’s in you to Give

est of motivators. What I didn’t realize then was that Feb-

Thank you Brother Eric Masse
for your gift of life.

ruary 9th would be the day
that I was reborn into the per-

_____________________________________________

son I was always meant to

Knights Urged to Give Blood
We are asking brother Knights nationwide to consider donating blood given the nationwide shortage that has accompanied
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Congratulations Brother
JamesLucier

be. Myself and millions of
others are here to tell you that
it is possible to recover from

your addiction, it is possible to never use a substance to run

The Knights of Columbus pioneered national blood drives in
the 1930s, and giving blood remains an important element of
charitable service for many Knights.

from life again and most importantly it is possible to live a filled
with self love and contentment. With GOD, the 12 steps, my
family and the beautiful people in CA by my side I now have a

During the current pandemic, blood donations are vitally
needed, particularly from those with the O-negative blood
type.

life better then the best of dreams! Thank you so much to everyone who continues to make this possible for me and so many out
there like myself!

Spiritual Soldiers was created as a movement, a shared purThose considering making a blood donation should be in good
health, under 60 years of age, and do not have underlying
medical conditions. To reduce unnecessary physical contact
with others, blood donations should only be made on an

pose to create change for a new way of life. It’s a call to arms
to raise awareness for addiction and mental health. This is a
call to arms to raise awareness and break the stigma of addic-

2366-6283

tion.
For more information
spiritualsoldiers2016

For the same reason, it is not recommended that you go out in

__________________________________________________

appointment basis. Windsor 3909 Grand Marais E. 1-888-

go

to

www.facebook.com/

public for any reason — including to give blood — if you are
over 60 years of age, are feeling ill, or have an underlying

Polar Bear BBQ 2020

medical condition. The same holds true if you live with an

Brother Gary Norman PGK
This year we celebrated our 38 annual Polar Bear Steak
BBQ held at the Windsor Sportsman Club for the 4th time. We
had 230 persons in attendance and a good time was had by all.
There was a prize raffle, a 50/50 draw using playing cards and
dancing to the music of our DJ Chris.
Dinner was your choice of steak (Ted Farron’s Gourmet
Meat Market), salmon or chicken, along with baked potato,
beans, vegetables, salad and desert. Good times and camaraderie was seen and heard around the bbq pit. The council was
able to realize a profit of over $2600 which will be donated to
our various charities in Windsor/ Essex County.
Since the sale of our building, the Windsor Sportsman Club

individual who is feeling ill, is over 60 , or has an underlying
condition.

(Continued on page 7)
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have stepped up and provided us with a venue to host our
events, for which we are grateful.
A big thank you to all how helped set up the hall, sell raffle
tickets as well as event tickets and to all who attended and
made this night a profitable one. A special thank you to my
wife Rosemary for all her help organizing the check at the
door as well as wrapping prizes and helping with the shopping
for supplies.
The 39th Polar Bear 2021 is slated for January 16th. Come out
and reminisce with old friends and enjoy a great night of fun.
Watch for more information as the date gets nearer.
Hope to see you there

Brother Knights participated in the Marian Prayer Program
By taking part in the prayer program, Knights and their families,
and all who join with them, are rendering spiritual aid to those
who suffer today for their faith. Let us ask the holy martyrs, ancient and recent, to intercede for persecuted Christians everywhere
as we invoke upon them the protection of Mary

FUZZY THOUGHTS
Cabin Fever

Gary Norman PGK – Polar Bear chairperson
_______________________________________________
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper well attended, thanks to all
of these brothers and sisters for providing a pre Lenten feast.
The fellowship and great food was appreciated by all.

I never have been stuck in a cabin up north in the middle of
winter or quarantined during the Typhoid Fever epidemic in
the 1800's, but I think this Coronavirus is about to give me a
taste of Cabin Fever.
This restriction of movement is cramping my style. No outside activities and socially awkward contact with others, is not
my norm. Looking at what the future at home might be for a
while, is difficult.
As of right now I feel bored, irritable, some hopelessness, restlessness and lack of concentration. So now what? Well I suppose it is a way to finally sort out papers and pictures, organize, clean, start a new book or hobby, make a puzzle, try a new
recipe and exercise.
But I must not treat this like a vacation. Get up in the morning
as usual, get dressed and remain structured. If you are healthy
enough to go outside, get some fresh air and take a walk or
bike ride. Call or email others and check in.
The most important thing that families and couples must realize will be that they need Togetherness as well as Apartness
while being stuck indoors. Move around to different rooms in
the house and mix your space. Remember that you love each
other. There are only certain things that we can control and it
is just how it is right now, make it work!
With Easter fast approaching in a New Fashion, we must remember EASTER as the symbol of
HOPE, RENEWAL and NEW LIFE.

HAPPY EASTER!

